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Chieftain Seamus Callum Monteith 
    (that’s Jim Monteith in English) 
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It’s good to be Chieftain.  Even though the turnout for our new officer installation 
was poor, I enjoyed my moment in the limelight.  My wife Sharon and I joined the 
Society 5 years ago.  I guess we showed up at too many meetings because within 
two years I was asked to participate as the Sgt.-at-Arms.  Since I had only one 
hobby at the time (mowing grass) I was talked into it.  Now Heather and Thistle is 
my second hobby.  It’s loads of fun to wear The Kilt.  Every time I wear it I get to 
drink Scotch and get fed.  Thank you to our new officers who have also volunteered 
to be elected.  Sub-Chieftain Ken Sorrels could not be present at the March meeting, 
so he will be installed at the upcoming April meeting.  I want to take time now to 
thank all of our volunteers that keep the Heather and Thistle Society active and 
running.  Cheryl May has agreed to once more chair the Program Committee.  
Melvyn Douglas is back as Publicity Chairman.  Eileen Moore heads up the 
Membership and Sunshine committees.  Our new chairman of the Past Chieftain’s 
Committee is Wayne Barton.  Aaron Buchanan takes over as Burns Supper 
Committee Chairman.  Wow!!  That’s a lot of volunteers helping out.  More 
volunteers will be needed during the coming year in order for our Society to 
successfully put on our own events and to participate in other organizations events.  
 
 The Houston Highland Games is coming up in May over the weekend of the 12th, 
13th and 14th.  We will need volunteers to staff the Heather and Thistle booth on 
Saturday and Sunday.  Let one of the officers know if you wish to assist or just 
show up at the booth at the Games location on State Hwy 6 at the Bear Creek Farm 
and Ranch Club Facility.  It would be nice to have a good member turnout for the 
Grand Opening Parade on Saturday morning at the Games.  Our Society will be 
sponsoring the Piping Competition and will be putting up $1000.00 for this.    
 
At a recent Burns Supper Planning Committee meeting that I attended, several Past 
Chieftains Committee Members mentioned their desire to improve and clarify our 
Society’s Bylaws.  The Bylaws have not undergone any changes since December 
1992.  The Heather and Thistle Society has changed over the years and many of the 
activities of the Society members that are required to run the organization were not 
defined in the original Bylaws.  The Past Chieftain’s Committee has become an 
important guiding institution within our Society and its functions should be more 
clearly stated in the Bylaws.  The Burns Supper Planning Committee, now an 
essential institution within our Society, is not even mentioned in our Bylaws.  The 
way the Society handles its financial business is not defined within the Bylaws.  A 
Historical Committee was established, but has not functioned in years.  The roles of 
the officers within the Society have changed.  Our Sgt.-at-Arms has many 
responsibilities now days due to the amount of property he must control and move, 
whereas the Sub-Chieftain has very little responsibility.  In recent years the Sub-
Chieftain has become more active in coordinating and assisting the Sgt.-at-Arms in 
his efforts.  Perhaps this should be formally addressed in the Bylaws.   The problem 
of having 20 members present at the monthly meetings has become an issue.  20 
members in good standing are required for a quorum for the transaction of business.  
The Past Chieftain’s Committee desires to change this from 20 members to 15 
members needed for a quorum.  At the regular meeting on May 22, 2006 this 
proposal to change from 20 members to 15 members for a quorum will be made, 
discussed and voted on.   
 
As Past Chieftain Cheryl May did during her year of service I wish to emphasize 
recruitment of new members during my term.  I also, guess what, wish to emphasize 
the spirit of volunteering in our organization.  The Heather and Thistle Society is in 
its 54th year.  Let’s make it great one!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Your Servant, Chieftain Jim Monteith 
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The night began with the installation of our newly elected officers.  Piper Steven McIntyre 
piped in the procession of new officers.  Long time member and Past Chieftain Bob Gilbert 
performed the installation ceremony for Jim Monteith, Chieftain, Chuck Monteith, Sgt.-at-
Arms, Robert Moore, Treasurer, and Sharon Monteith, Secretary.  
Chieftain Jim Monteith  called the business meeting to order at 7:46 pm in the auditorium of 
the St. Thomas Episcopal School.   Motion was made to accept the February 2006 minutes as 
published in the newsletter.  Motion passed.  
Dr. Robert Moore our Treasurer reports $1,469.45 in the bank.  Dr. Moore advised that the 
Society currently has 101 past due members on their annual dues.   
Membership Chairperson Eileen Moore reports as of this night we have 101 family, 50 
single, 32 life, 39 exempt, and 4 complimentary, for a total of 225 members.  
 
Committee Reports called for by Sgt.-at-Arms Chuck Monteith. 
 
Burns Club: Jack Hume reports the Burns Club annual Burns Supper was very nice.  The 
Burns Club meets the second Thursday of each month. Cheryl May also said the Supper was 
wonderful.  
Past Chieftains:  Walter May reports that the Burns Supper Planning Committee met last 
Tuesday night.  Next years Supper (2007) will be at the Marriott Westchase and the number 
of tickets will be held to be about 562.  The event will possibly be on the 27th of January and 
ticket prices probably will go up $10.00.  Aaron Buchanan has taken over as the Chairman of 
the Burns Supper Planning Committee.  
Programs: Cheryl May reports that the April program will be cowboy poetry.  
Sunshine: Eileen Moore reports a get well card was sent to MaryAnn and Alex Munroe.  A 
sympathy card was sent to the family of Al Campbell.  Cheryl May sent a beautiful spray of 
red roses on behalf of the H&T Society to Al’s memorial service.  
Houston Grampian:  The week of Sept. 25, 2006 to Oct. 1st 2006 will be when 25 to 40 
residents of Houston’s sister city Aberdeen, Scotland come to Houston to visit.  The HGA 
costs $50.00 per year to join.  The Grampian Mountains are near Aberdeen.  April 29, 2006 
will be hosting a Scottish Breakfast for the Offshore Technology Conference at 9am at the 
Hilton Post Oak Hotel.  
Houston Highland Games: This year’s games coming up the weekend of May 12th thru the 
14th at Bear Creek Farm and Ranch Club on State Hwy. 6 in Harris County.  The recent St. 
Patrick’s day parade in Houston was dedicated to Al Campbell.  Cheryl May suggests the 
Society may want to participate in this annual parade.   
RSCDS: No report.  
Houston Highlanders:  No report.  
Newsletter: Email newsletters are up to 75 per month and hand mailing 130 per month.  
 
Sergeant-At-Arms reports 15 members present. One guest tonight, Mr. Steven Allen. 
 
Old Business: Jack Hume is still working on getting the Society a refund from Washington 
Mutual Bank on the $12.00 service charge they have been charging us.   
 
New Business: Bob Gilbert suggests that an email be sent out to members reminding them of 
our monthly meetings a few days before the meeting.  The hope is to get more members to 
show up at the meetings. Jack Hume related an interesting story on how the St. Andrews 
cross became the flag of Scotland.  Jack also passed around a photograph he took that shows 
a St. Andrews cross in the morning sky here in Houston.  Walter May reports that Houston 
Mayor White has established a cultural committee on which Cheryl May will be serving.  
 
Houston Grampian Association Student Nurse Exchange 
 
The Houston Grampian Association sponsors a Student Nurse Exchange visit 
annually, with two nurses going to Aberdeen in June and two nurses coming from 
Aberdeen in October.  The nurses stay about 10 days in each others countries where 
they observe medical procedures.  Mary Metz of the HGA is the coordinator for this 
program.  Long time H&T member and Past Chieftain Bob Gilbert is a founding 
member of the Houston Grampian Association.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

The Darien Venture: Scotland’s attempt at colonizing foreign soil  
 
Three recently found 300 year old letters from Darien shed new light on Scotland’s failed attempt to colonize The 
Isthmus of Panama in the late 17th century.  The colonizing effort cost 2000 lives and lost about half of Scotland’s 
wealth.  The collection of three letters, recently were rediscovered at the National Archives of Scotland after the 
archives catalogue was computerized.  The failed attempt to create a wealthy Scottish empire in the jungle led many 
Scots to support the Act of Union and abolition of the first Scottish Parliament of 1707. The letters were written from 
Darien in 1699 by a Scottish settler named George Douglas.  The site of the colony was on the north coast of Panama 
and ruins still exist today.  The venture began as an ambitious scheme to establish Scotland as a colonizing power in 
the world but ended in loss of life and financial ruin.   
 
A state of crisis existed in Scotland at the end of the Seventeenth Century.  Seven years of famine and decades of 
warfare had driven Scots from their homes, choking the cities with homeless vagrants, starving in the streets.  
Scotland’s industries and trade had been ruined by England’s continual wars against continental Europe. Something 
had to be done to revive Scotland’s fortunes.  A trading colony scheme was hatched by William Paterson, a Scot who 
had made his name as a director of the Bank of England.  Scotland would become the major broker of trade across the 
Pacific Ocean.  The alleged paradise called Darien on the Isthmus of Panama would become the site of the trading 
colony.  Goods could be ferried form the Pacific across Panama and loaded onto ships in the Atlantic bypassing the 
dangerous and long trip round Cape Horn while making the colonists a big commission for the privilege. Darien was 
supposed to have rich, fertile land, a sheltered bay and friendly Indians.  The only problem was that Spain claimed 
control of that part of Panama.  
  
The Company of Scotland Trading to Africa and the Indies was founded in June 1695.  English investors would not 
support the venture so the Company turned to the Scottish people.  Rich and poor Scots subscribed to the venture and 
within 6 months 400,000 pounds had been raised.  Five ships were fitted for the colonizing expedition, The Dolphin, 
Unicorn, Endeavour, Caledonia, and the St. Andrew.  England, fearing losing their monopoly on trade to the Indies, 
threatened to embargo any merchants who traded with the new company.  The false stories of Darien being the land of 
milk and honey gave the Company an unrealistic vision of what they faced.  Thousands of combs and mirrors, wigs, 
and other useless items were loaded onto the ships.   
 
On July 4th, 1698 the ships set sail from Leith harbour under the command of Captain Robert Pennecuik.  1200 settlers 
were on this first expedition.  Darien was reached on November 2, 1698, having lost only 70 people during the trip.  
The settlers named the peninsula New Caledonia and began to build a settlement.  Two months were wasted 
attempting to build on an unsuitable site.  A new location was found and named Fort St. Andrew.  Within the fort 
walls, the settlers began to erect the huts of New Edinburgh.  They soon found the Indians were not interested in 
trading with them and the land was unsuited to agriculture.  Torrential rain and disease arrived in the Spring of 1699.  
By March there were more than 200 dead colonists and the dead were accumulating at more than 10 per day.  Attempts 
were made by the ships to trade for supplies but found that the King of England had forbidden other colonies and ships 
to trade with Darien.  The Dolphin was captured by the Spanish and its crew imprisoned.  Famine came and disease 
continued despite the colonists hard work and efforts.  News came that the Spanish were planning an attack on the 
colony.  The settlers panicked and took to the sea abandoning the colony.  Of the four ships that left only one, the 
Caledonia made it back to Scotland with less than 300 people on board.  A second expedition, knowing nothing about 
the fate of the first, left Scotland in August, 1699.  Three ships this time, carrying 1302 settlers, led by the ship The 
Rising Sun.  160 settlers perished this time during the crossing.  Upon arrival at Darien they found the colony 
abandoned.  They set about rebuilding it but fared no better than the first expedition.  Captain Alexander Campbell of 
Fonab led a preemptive strike against the Spanish forces massing at Toubacanti on the mainland.  The attack was 
successful but brought the Spanish into concerted action against the colonists.  A massive Spanish fleet and army 
besieged Fort St. Andrew, which finally surrendered in March 1700.  The surviving colonists were allowed to leave 
aboard their remaining ships.  Only a handful ever made it back to Scotland.    
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