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What a wonderful night we enjoyed together on January 28th!  I want to thank 
everyone who worked so hard to make this a very special evening.  The planning 
committee spent a year working on every detail for the pleasure of our members and 
guests.  Becci Himes deserves a round of applause for a job well done.  We thank 
Jack Hume for gifting us with The Immortal Memory.  Now Past Chieftain Aaron 
Buchanan will take over the reigns as we start the process for 2007.  We had a sold 
out event, and I sincerely hope we will always have a full house.  Never miss an 
opportunity to tell people about our Burns Supper.  I know there are Houstonians 
who have never attended and would enjoy this evening with us.  I will always have 
very special memories of The 2006 Robert Burns Supper and Red, Red Rose 
Ball.  It was my honor to serve as your Chieftain throughout the evening.  My feet 
were so delighted when I finally took off those fancy, high heels!   
 
Programs: 
 
January Program.  The Burns Club entertained us January 23rd with The Travels 
of Robert Burns.  All of us received a detailed map of the various locations in 
Scotland that Robert Burns visited, and we were able to follow along on his journey 
with associated poems recited by members of The Burns Club.  The meeting was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. 
. 
February Program.  Plans are set for Jim and Margaret Fox to entertain us on 
February 27th with the “History of Texas Music (Steppin’ Back in Time) 1821-
1865.   The Foxes will be traveling from San Antonio to visit with us.  Please come 
and enjoy this special musical presentation courtesy of Mark Monroe. 
 
Future Programs.  In March, our newly elected officers will be installed.  This is 
usually followed by a celebration gathering at one of our local taverns.  In April, a 
good friend of mine, Scott Bumgardner, will present a program on Cowboy Poetry.  
Scott is well known in the Houston area for his Cowboy Poetry.  In Louisiana, he 
just won the state’s Liar’s Award for some of his tall tales.   We are used to poetry 
with a Scottish accent.  His poetry will have a country drawl!  I am also working on 
a program regarding Religion and the Reformation Movement in Scotland.  The 
invitation to speak has been made, and I am awaiting confirmation on this program.  
We have an offer to do a program and demonstration on tartan weaving which will 
truly be unique.  I will be adding this to the line up.   Jim Monteith has asked me to 
continue as program chair, and I welcome any suggestions or ideas. 
 
2006 Scottish Festival Spectacular.  Mark your calendar for Friday night, March 
17, 2006 at 8 p.m.  The St. Thomas Pipers, Drummers and Dancers will hold their 
annual performance at the Toyota Center.  If you have never attended this fabulous 
event, you have missed one great evening.  Tickets can be purchased from St. 
Thomas or through Ticket Master.  For updates and more details go to 
www.scottishfestival.net.  Reserved seats are $25.00 and General Admission is 
$15.00. 
 
On behalf of The Heather & Thistle Society, I would like to extend my condolences 
to Past Chieftain Wayne Barton on the loss of his father on February 8th.  A 
memorial service was held in Kerrville, and a graveside service was held in Houston 
on Monday, February 13th at the San Jacinto Memorial Cemetery.  Our prayers are 
with Wayne, Brenda and their family.   
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The Robert Gordon University 
Alumni Office 
 
The Robert Gordon University of 
Aberdeen, Scotland will be holding 
an alumni reception in Houston this 
year on the 3rd of May during the 
Offshore Technology Conference.  
Please contact Jenny Brown at 
j.brown1@rgu.ac.uk.  You can visit 
their website at 
www.rgu.ac.uk/alumni 
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Chieftain Cheryl May tonight introduced Dr. Arthur Down of the Burns Club. Dr. Down 
introduced tonight’s program “The Journeys of Robert Burns” and discussed the formation of 
the Burns Club in 1985.  The first performance for the Society was in 1989.  Tonight will be 
the groups eighteenth performance.  
Refreshments were had after the Burns Club performance. 
Chieftain Cheryl May called the business meeting to order at 8:35 pm in the auditorium of 
the St. Thomas Episcopal School.   Motion was made to accept the December 2005 minutes 
as published in the newsletter.  Motion passed.  
Dr. Robert Moore our Treasurer reports $1,429.88 in the bank.  Dr. Moore advised 
members of a $12.00 bank fee per month that one of our accounts has been incurring.  Jack 
Hume advised the bank should not be doing that and he would look into the matter.  
Membership Chairperson Eileen Moore reports as of Jan. 22, 2006 we have 98 family, 49 
single, 33 life, 39 exempt, and 4 complimentary, for a total of 223 members.  Janet Brown, a 
guest from Galveston was introduced.  A new membership directory will be published in the 
next three months.  She will need any changes and email addresses. 
 
Committee Reports called for by Sub-Chieftain Jim Monteith. 
 
Burns Club: Jack Hume reports they will be having a Burns Supper at the Black Labrador 
on Feb. 9th.  
Burns Supper: Walter May reports a great supper coming up.  All tickets have been sold and 
there is a waiting list.  Let someone know if any tickets become available.  
A raffle will be held this year with the grand prize being round trip tickets to London.  
Activities begin at 5:30 pm.  The hotel should have a special rate of $79.00 listed under 
Burns Supper.  Hotel also reports last year their supply of Scotch was exhausted.  Jim 
Walters, the supplier of the frozen haggis this year, will be at the Supper and double portions 
are promised.  
Newsletter: Editor Jim Monteith advises 129 newsletters are being mailed out now and the 
rest are going out as email.  Margaret Reuter asked if she could be put on the snail mail list.  
Past Chieftains:  Walter May announced the new officer slate for the upcoming election in 
February.  Jim “Alabama Scotsman” Monteith for Chieftain, Dr. Ken Sorrels for Sub-
Chieftain, Chuck Monteith for Sgt.-at-Arms, Robert Moore for Treasurer, and Sharon 
Monteith for Secretary.  
Programs: Cheryl May thanked everyone for tonight’s performance by the Burns Club.  The 
Feb. 2006 program will be a musical performance arranged by member Mark Monroe.  The 
March meeting will be the installation of new officers.  In April we will have cowboy poetry 
and great liars from Louisiana.  Working on a future program on religion.  Janet Brown, guest 
and new member, is a tartan weaver.  
Sunshine: No report. 
Houston Grampian: A Grampian group will be coming from Scotland in Sept. 2006.  
Houston Highland Games: Melvyn Douglass reports the games will be the 2nd weekend of 
May. They have received a cultural arts grant.  Had a recent fund raiser/pub crawl. Fund 
raiser  on the evening of Feb. 22 at St. Arnold’s Brewery.  Ed Brodie’s books have been 
donated for the silent auction.  
RSCDS: Reece Wyant reports a new location at the YMCA Dad’s Club on 1006 Voss Rd. 
starting Feb. 9.  
Houston Highlanders:  Jack Hume reports that Al Campbell will become the bands Drum 
Major.  
 
Sergeant-At-Arms reports 29 members present.  Several guests were present. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: Jack Hume reports the Church Elders at his Church would love to have 
another Kirking of the Tartans.  Eileen Moore advised Reverend Boyd of her church would 
also love to host the Kirking again.  Jack Hume spoke of a Robert Burns portrait that he 
brought saying it was the best true likeness of the poet known. Cheryl May reports that 
tonight is our Sgt.-At-Arms Victor Carsrud’s last meeting.  He and his wife have moved to 
Austin where he will be working as a new Doctor of Chiropractic Medicine.  There will be  
Memorial Service on Sunday Jan. 29th at the Burns Bust in Hermann Park at 3 pm. Sub-
Chieftain Jim Monteith asked Past Chieftain Committee for permission to rent an enclosed 
trailer in order to carry the tartans, stands and poles to the Burns Supper. Bob Gilbert 
announced today was his wife, Sheila Gilbert’s birthday.  
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