
�
����������	�
�����
��
��� �
�

�
��
����
������������ �

 
��������	�
����������������������������
���������������
 
�������������
��� �
!
�������
���
�
"��
���� �

�����������
����������
����
������������������������
����������������������
����� �
��������������������������������������
!�����������"������������
�
����
��������
�� �
���������#������������
���������$�#������������
%����
����������# �&�  ���
&�������$$���&�����'������ �
%������������(���)��������������������������������� ��������
%��������
����������
 

�
�

	�����#�����
���  
         
��
����
�$��%������ �
�
Although the stores have tried to prepare us for the Christmas season starting in 
early Fall, I still find it hard to believe that December has arrived.  Last year it 
snowed Christmas Eve.  My grandsons were ecstatic as they gathered snow to build 
“Frosty.”  I made a quick trip to Kemah to witness their creation before the boys 
decided it was just as much fun to tear him down.  Having raised girls, I was a little 
dumbfounded; but Walter informed me it made perfect sense.  Children add such a 
sense of delight to the Christmas Holidays.  And grandchildren….well, what a gift! 
 
The Burns Supper.  The word is out about what a grand evening H&T has planned 
on January 28th.  Becci Himes, our Burns Supper chairman, the Past Chieftain’s 
Committee, Joan McClure and everyone involved are doing their utmost to create a 
fabulous night for all of us.  I do hope that all members who planned to attend have 
purchased your tickets because as I understand the event is almost sold out.  The 
hotel was able to add a few more tables, but it is possible that we may have to start a 
wait list.  We are certainly looking forward to The Red, Red Rose Ball.   
 
This year The Heather & Thistle Society will be selling raffle tickets and the 
winners will be announced during the evening.  Proceeds from the event will be 
given to St. Thomas Episcopal School and Houston’s Scottish Arts Programs. 
Tickets are $10 each.  British Air has kindly donated a trip for two to London.  The 
Marriott Westchase, our host hotel, has donated a delicious brunch for four.  Becci 
is busy gathering donations that will be included.  We will be happy to sell you 
tickets prior to the Supper.  St. Thomas Pipers and Dancers will be offering tickets 
the night of the Supper, and we certainly hope everyone buys at least one.   
 
Christmas Party.  Be sure to join us for our annual Christmas party Monday, 
December 19th.  As usual, it will be held at 7:30 pm in the Ingra ham Room at St. 
Thomas.  In addition to bringing goodies to pass, be sure to bring your “White 
Elephant” gift….wrapped…for our fun exchange.  As part of our out reach into the 
community, I would also like to ask everyone to bring a small gift to be taken to 
needy Veterans in our community.  Socks, handkerchiefs, a warm blanket or shirt 
would be greatly appreciated.  If anyone is available to help me deliver these 
items, please let me know. 
. 
Future Programs.  I know The Burns Club is busily preparing for their annual 
program at our January meeting.  Since this is before The Burns Supper, we won’t 
be able to “advertise” it in our program.  Be sure to mark your calendars for January 
23rd, and bring your friends! 
 
Heather & Thistle Officer Nominations.  As announced at our last meeting, The 
Past Chieftain’s Committee would like anyone who might be interested in becoming 
an officer to contact their Chairman, Ed Biddle.  Ed will be happy to answer any 
questions you might have about service to H&T.  It takes many volunteers to make 
this a successful organization. 
 
May you have a very blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with good health and 
happiness. 
 
The Dixon Hedges Memorial Badge Box 
 
For many years, Dixon, as custodian of the Heather and Thistle Badge Box and 
Guest Book, greeted everyone who ever attended a meeting.   
 

Dixon Hedges 1916-1997 
Sadly Missed  
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H&T Designates Joan McClure 
Recipient of 2005 Dixon Hedges Award 

 
The officers of The Heather & Thistle Society have selected Joan McClure as their 
choice for the 2005 Dixon-Hedges award. 
 
This award is presented annually to a non-officer who has generously contributed 
their time and talent to our Society.  It was established in order to recognize those 
individuals who have served us well.  It is always announced and displayed at The 
Burns Supper. 
 
Joan claims Clan MacLeod by marriage and Ferguson by descent.  Both families 
were early Texas settlers and listed in First Families of Texas.  Joan’s Ferguson was 
from Virginia and was a Revolutionary Patriot Soldier.  Both families followed the 
Scottish migration pattern – Virginia and North Carolina, across thru Tennessee into 
Arkansas and then Texas. 
 
Joan taught school while her husband, Bob was in medical school, and then worked 
as a secretary to the Chief, Professional Services at the VA Hospital in Houston 
while Bob was in residency.  She “retired” to have a family and also kept active as 
president of the county medical society auxiliary and later of the state medical 
auxiliary.  She has been a docent at Bayou Bend since 1979 and has served as 
General Chairman of the docent organization.  She has served her DAR chapter as 
Registrar for four years.  She is also a member of DRT and UDC. 
 
Joan and Bob were members of the Scottish Heritage Society and served as board 
members.  That group dissolved sometime around 1990. 
 
Their son is a district attorney in San Antonio.  He has a daughter who is a junior at 
Rhodes College in Memphis and a son who is a sophomore at Saint Mary’s Hall in 
San Antonio.  Joan’s daughter is a police officer in the Plano department and 
teaches many training classes.  She has a son who has just returned from three years 
overseas in the Air Force and a daughter who is working. 
 
For the past six years, Joan has taken charge of handling the tickets sales for The 
Burns Supper.  She participates in all the planning meetings to ensure that all flows 
smoothly. 
Joan has also hosted many dinners for our “Immortal Memory” speaker.  Joan 
regularly attends our H&T meetings, and is active in The Burns Club.   
 
Congratulations Joan McClure for a job well done. 
 
Previous Dixon Hedges Memorial Recipients 
 
Year 2000-2001 ------Alastair J. Campbell 
 
Year 2001-2002 ------ Eileen Graham Moore 
 
Year 2002-2003 ------ Linda Laxton Biddle 
 
Year 2003-2004 ------ Maryann Munroe 
 
Year 2004-2005 ------ Stephen E. McIntyre 
 
 
53rd Annual Robert Burns Supper 
 
Burns Supper Committee Chairman Becci Himes reports that the upcoming Burns 
Supper to be held January 28, 2006 has been sold out.  Wine for each table can be 
pre-ordered from the Marriott Westchase Hotel 
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