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Happy Thanksgiving to all!  This time of year I always remember my sweet mother-
in-law who managed to figure out 1001 ways to prepare the leftovers from 
Thanksgiving.  I extend warm wishes to all our members as we begin the holiday 
season.   
 
I want to thank both The Houston Highlanders and Jay Dooling for making our 
October meeting special.  We started our program year with the wonderful sound of 
bagpipers.  Jay gave us insight into visiting Scotland’s Celtic neighbor, Ireland.  
Everyone enjoyed the beautiful slides.  Our members were treated to a special 
evening. 
 
By the time you receive this newsletter, we will have celebrated our Kirking service 
and catered luncheon at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church.  We are grateful to the 
Reverend Patricia Clark and everyone at St. Stephen who worked so very hard to 
make this a very memorable event.  I appreciate all of you who were able to attend.  
My special thanks goes to steadfast member, Eileen Moore, who personally made 
the Scottish boutonnières for everyone.  It was our intention to make this service 
meaningful for all parishioners at St. Stephen, and we thought the non-Scottish folks 
would enjoy wearing “the plaid and thistle.”  Thanks to Jack Hume for sharing his 
church with us. 
  
November 28th Meeting.  Is everyone prepared to learn a reel or two?  Get out those 
dancing shoes.  RSCDS is going to do their best to prepare us for The Burns Supper.  
Our program will combine a demonstration and dance lessons.  Bring a partner and 
a neighbor or two.  RSCDS promises to help those of us with two left feet to be on 
our toes at the end of the evening.  Remembering all may be the challenge. 
 
Future Programs.  Next month we will have our annual Christmas Party and 
“White Elephant” exchange.  Start thinking about the little gift to share.  The Burns 
Club will present our program in January.  Mark Monroe has generously offered to 
sponsor a music program by Jim and Margaret Fox that covers Texas music during 
the period 1821-1865.  We will be working on a date for that performance.   
 
The Burns Supper.  If you have not ordered your Burns Supper tickets, do so 
immediately.  Tickets will go on sale to the general public on December 1st.   If you 
need a ticket form, go to our web site: heatherandthistle.org and download the ticket 
form which is under the caption Robert Burns. 
 
Pantry Donations.  I was delighted to discover that several members brought 
donations for Houston’s food bank.  Thank you very much.  Thanksgiving reminds 
us of our many blessings, and I encourage all of you to remember those who need 
our prayers and help. 
 
God bless our Veterans! 
 
 
North America Burns Federation Conference 
  
The Burns Club subsection of The Heather & Thistle Society wishes to host 
the 2008 North America Burns Conference in Houston.  The Burns Club 
members have voted to support this idea, and have committed to provide 
the necessary time and effort to support this conference.  The Heather and 
Thistle Society is the registered member of the Burns Federation and 
therefore must make the formal offer to host.  H&T will discuss and vote on 
this proposal at the November 28, 2005 meeting. 
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Scottish Rite Dormitory 
 
At The University of Texas in Austin, in 1920, it was recognized that there was a lack 
of suitable housing for young women who were attending.  Samuel P. Cochran, the 
Executive Head of the Scottish Rite Masonry in Texas asked the Scottish Rite 
Bodies in Texas to donate the necessary funds to build a dormitory.  In 1922, the 
dormitory opened, a gift of Scottish Rite Masons in tribute to, and in interest of, 
aspiring young women.  The Charter states the dormitory was built to provide a 
home-like atmosphere for the young women attending UT at Austin.   
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The Heather and Thistle Society 
53rd Annual Robert Burns Supper 

Saturday, January 28, 2006 
 Houston Marriott Westchase , 2900 Briarpark Drive,  Houston, TX 77042  

Ticket Order Form 
     

Name of Ticket Holder * No. Tickets Total # Member 
Tickets @ $50 

Total # Non-Member 
Tickets @ $65 Total Dollar Amount 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

      
Mail to:     
Name:     

          
Address:     

          
City  State  Zip 

        
Phone #  E-mail   
        
     
* Member tickets may be purchased by/for only those with current dues as of September 30, 2005. Tickets ordered in 
November must be paid for in full by December 1st.  Please list names for whom member tickets are requested.  Use a 
separate sheet for each table of ten.  
 
     
Enclose a self-addressed, stamped  envelope with this form and your check made payable to the Heather and Thistle 
Society.  Mail to: 
 Mrs. Robert A. McClure (Joan)   
 553 Brown Saddle Road   
 Houston, TX 77057-1413   
 Ph: 713-782-6707   
     
Date received  Ticket Nos. Table Nos. Tickets Mailed 
__________________  _________________ _________________ _______________ 
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